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Reports of special committees were 

MEDICAL NEWS. valled for. 
Cultivation of Cinchona Tree. Reported 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. progress, and, on motion of Dr. Toner, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Dr. T. Antisell, District 

American Medical Association.—This; of Columbia, was added to that committee. 
Association assembled at the Mechanic’s; Alcohol and its Relation to Medicine. 
Institute, in New Orleans, on Tuesday,} Dr. John Bell, Pennsylvania, presented a 
May 4, and continued in session four den report, which was referred to the Section 

We have received the Nos. of the New; on Practice of Medicine. 

Orleans Times, which contain a full re-; | Onthe Cryptogamic Origin of Disease, 
port of the proceedings from which we; with special reference to recent miscros- 
mainly condense the following summary : —3 copic investigations on that subject—Dr. 

May 4,11 A. M. The President, Dr.; Edward Curtis, U.S. A., Chairman. Re- 
W. O. Baldwin, of Alabama, called the; poried and referred to Section on Meteor- 
Association to order. ology and Epidemics. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of Louisiana,} On Prophylactics in Zymotic Diseases, 
Chairman of Committee of Arrangements, Dr. Nelson L. North, New York, Chair- 
welcomed the delegates to the city, in an} man. Reported and referred to Section on 
eloquent address. $ Meteorology and Epidemics. 

The President then delivered the annual On Nurse Training Institutions, Dr. 
address, which was high-toned and appro-: Samuel D. Gross, Pennsylvania, Chairman. 
priate. Reported and referred to Section on Prac- 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, ; tical Medicine. 
it was referred to the Committee of Publi-; On Commissioners to Aid in Trials in- 
cation. ; } volving Scientific Testimony, Dr. John 
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Ordronaux, New York, Chairman. Re-: 
ported and referred to Section on Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

On Annual Medical Register, Dr. John 
H. Packard, Pennsylvania, Chairman. Re- } 
ported progress, and, on motion of Dr. 
Mussey, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That each State medical so- 
ciety be requested to prepare an annual 
register of all the regular practitioners of 
medicine in their respective States, giving ; 
the name of the college in which they may ; 
have graduated, and date of diploma or 
license. 

On Devising a Plan for the Relief of 
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, 
Dr. John H. Griscom, New York, Chair. } 
man. Reported, and referred to the Com. | 
mittee of Publication. 3 

‘ 
2 





On Veterinary Colleges, Dr. Thomas 
Antisell, District of Columbia, Chairman. 
Reported progress and was continued. 

On Specialties in Medicine, and the Pro- 
priety of Specialists Advertising, Dr. E. 
Lloyd Howard, Maryland, Chairman. Re- ’ 
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Longevity, by Dr. Cutler, of Mississippi, 
Referred to,Section on Hygiene. 

On Protective and Preventive Uses of 
Quinia, by Dr. S. Rogers, of New York. 
Referred to Section on Practical Medi- 
cine. 

On the Tongue in Malarious Diseases, 
by Dr. Osborn, of Alabama. Referred to 
Section on Practical Medicine. 

On the Warm Cerebro-Spinal Bath in 
the Treatment of Congenital Apnoea, and 
on a New Method of Artificial Respiration, 
‘by E. D. McDanie!, of Alabama. Referred 
to Section on Practical Medicine. 

Reports on Climatology and Epidemics 
were received from Drs, Thoma, of New 
York; T. J. Heard, of Texas; F. W., 
Hatch, of California; E. A. Hildreth, ‘of 
West Virginia; which were referred to the 
Seciion on Climatology and Epidemics. 

Reports of progress were received from 
Drs. R. C. Hamill, of Illinois; A. Sager, of 
Michigan; Compton, of Mississippi; and 
L. T. Pimm, of Louisiana. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the report on 


ported, and was, on motion, made the } the Revision of the Plan of Organization 
special order for Wednesday at 12 M. ; was made the special order for er 
On Library of American Medical Works, day at 10A. M. 
Dr. J. M. Toner, D. C., Chairman. Re- Papers relative to Medical Edneation 
ported and was, on motion of Dr, Davis,} were read and referred, on motion of Dr. 
made special order for Wednesday at 1} Davis, to a special committee of five, to be 
P. M. { appointed by the President. 
On the Best Method of Treatment forthe; The President appointed Drs. Davis 
Different Forms of Cleft Palate, Dr. J. R. ? ; (II); P. F. Eve (Tenn.); E. S. Gaillard 
Whitehead, New York, Chairman. Re-; :(Ky.); E. Lee Jones (N. Y.); and J. E. 


On Rank of Medical Men in the Navy. 
Dr. N. S. Davis, Illinois, Chairman, an- 
nounced that their last year’s report was} 
final, and committee was discharged. 

The Report on Medical Ethics, by Dr. D. 
Francis Condie, Pennsylvania, Chairman, 
was read by Dr. Davis and adopted. 

On American Medical: Necrology. Dr. 
C. C. Cox, Maryland, Chairman, reported 
progress, and was continued on motion of 
Dr. Davis. Dr. Cox was authorized to fill; 
all vacancies on his committee, 

Voluntary communications were present- 
ed by Dr. Joseph Jones, of Louisiana, on 
Mollities Ossium, and referred to Section ; 
on Surgery. 

On Cases of Lead Palsy from Use of 
Cosmetics, by Dr. L, A. Sayre, of New; 
York. Referred to Section on Hygiene. ; 


ported and referred to Section on Surgery. 
; 
3 


| 
| 
| 
ns 
f 
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President 


; Bartlett ( Wis.). 
On motion, adjourned until Wednesday 
at9 A.M. 


May 5. The President called the meeting 
to order at9A.M. A paper on “‘ Canulas 
and the New Mode of Applying Ligatures,” 
was submitted by Dr, P. F. Eve (Tenn.), 
and was referred to the Section on Surgery. 

Dr. J. M. Bush, of Kentucky, offered the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That a committee of five 

bers be appointed by the chair, to take 
into consideration the subjects alluded to in 
the President’s Address, and report at this 
meeting, which was adopted, and the 
lected as bers of the com- 
mittee Dr. Parvin, of Indiana, Chairman; 
Dr. Toner, of the District of Columbia; 
Dr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania; Dr. Welch, 








On the Physiology and Chemistry of of Texas; Dr. Seeley, of Alabama. 
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Dr. McPheeters, of Missouri, offered a: ‘ charged only in a few of the Middle States, 
communication from the Medical Associa- ? ‘and can with advantage be made to con- 
tion of that State, in reference to medical { ‘form to the rate of fees charged elsewhere ; 
education. {and 

On motion of Dr. Toner, District of’ Whereas, it is as unethical for colleges 
Columbia, it was referred to the special | to underbid each other pecuniarily as for 
committee on that subject. ; practitioners to do so: 

Dr. Eve offered the minutes of the Med-‘ Resolved, That hereafter no medical 
ical Society of Tennessee, which was‘ ‘school in. this country, other than those 
similarly referred. fully endowed, be entitled to representation 

Dr. Gaillard, of Kentucky, offered the ;in this Association, if the amount charged 
following preamble and resolutions, which ; by such schools for a single course of regu- 
were referred to the same committee :— {lar lectures be less than one hundred and 

Whereas, The medical teachers of forty dollars. 

America have, alter a trial of twenty-two; Resolved, That all schools charging less 
years, failed to meet satisfactorily and effi- ;than this sum are earnestly requested by 
ciently the requirements of the great body { this Association to advance their rate of 
of the profession in regard to medical edu- } fees to the amount mentioned. 

cation ; and > The report of Dr. Lee, of New York, 

Whereas, the condition of the profession i the delegate to the Association of Superin- 
is yearly becoming more deplorable on ac-; tendents of Insane Asylums, was offered 
count of the antagonistic and objectionable ; and referred to the Section on Psychology. 
policy of medical schools, in making the’ The report of Dr. Gross, of Pennsylva- 
amount of fees charged, rather than a suc- } i nia, delegate to Foreign Medical Associa- 
cessful teaching, the basis of ,competition ; ‘ ‘ tion, was presented, together with the letter 
and ‘to Dr. Ehrenberg, was read and referred to 

Whereas, to obtain professionally com- ‘the Committee of Publication. 
petent graduates, sound and efficient teachers; The time having arrived for consideration 
are indispensably necessary ; and of the Revision of Plan of Organization, it 


throughout the country, cannot be induced; On motion of Dr. Hibberd the following 
to leave their homes, without the assurance } amendment to the Constitution was adopt- 
of competent remuneration ; and ed :— 
Whereas, such remuneration can only be} Add to Art. VII. the following: ‘‘ Pro- 
btained by adequate fees charged, unless $ vided, however, that when an amendment 
by a system of low fees the number of;is properly under consideration, and an 
students be relied upon to make up the in- {amendment is offered thereto, germain to 
evitable pecuniary deficiency ; and the subject, it shall be in order, and, if 
Whereas, reliance upon numbers of stu- } adopted, shall have the same standing and 
dents for this purpose deplorably crowds | force as if proposed at the preceding meet- 
the already overcrowded professional field, ; ing of the Association ”” 
diminishing thereby individual income,;} On motion, the amendments to ‘the Con- 
judgment, experience, and skill, thereby } stitution submitted last year, were adopted. 
compelling practitioners to resort to other; A committee on nominations was then 
avocations as a source of supplemental in- ; appointed. 
come ; and Dr. Chaillé, of Louisiana, submitted a 
Whereas, this devotion to other pursuits } proposition for a common medical- nomen- 
destroys opportunities for study and im-clature in the United States, taking as a 
provement, degrading thereby the status; model an official publication on the subject 
and standard of American physicians; and;by the Royal College of Physicians of 
Whereas, the schools of New England, { London, and offered the following resolu- 
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir- ‘tions, which were adopted :— 
ginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, ; Resolved, That a committee of five be 
Texas, Tennessee, and District of Columbia ‘appointed by the President, to report, as 
-nhow charge comparatively remunerative ‘soon as practicable, to the present session 
fees ; and ‘of this Association upon the following :— 
Whereas, the low system of fees is; 1. The propriety of adopting, and using 


‘ 
{ 
Whereas, such teachers, to be found a, on motion, taken up. 
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its influence to have adopted, by the entire 
medical profession in the United States, the 
provisional “‘ Nomenclature of Diseases of 
the Royal College of Physicians.’’ 

2. On the practicability of having this 
nomenclature published in such manner as 
may render it easily and cheaply accessible 
to every member of the profession. 

8. To recommend such other practical 
measures for the action of this Association 
as may be necessary to: introduce this no- 
menclature into official (military, naval, } 
ete.) and general use. 

The Chair appointed the following gen- 
tlemen as the committee: Drs. Woodward, 
U. S. A; Heustis, of Alabama; F. G. 
Smith, of Pennsylvania; and Chaillé, of 
Louisiana. 

Dr. Cochran, of Alabama, offered the 
several amendments to the Constitution, 
which were laid over under the rules. 

The reports of the Committee of Publi- 
cation, and the Treasurer, were read, ac- 
cepted, and referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

On motion, the Committee on Nomina- 
tions were permitted to retire for consulta- 
tion. 

The special order being the report on 
Specialists, it was read by the Secretary, 
and,.on motion of Dr. Sayre, the resolu- 
tions were adopted and the report referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. L. P. Yandell, IJr., of Kentucky, 
offered the following, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That private handbills, ad. 
dressed to members of the medical profes- 
sion, or by cards in medical journals, } 
calling the attention of professional brethren ; 
to themselves as specialists, be declared in} 
violation of the Code of Ethics of the’ 
American Medical Association. 3 

The special order for one o'clock being } 
the report on American Medical Library, ‘ 
Dr. Toner, Chairman, read the report. 

After some discussion, on motion of Dr. 
Hibberd, of Indiana, the report Was accept- 
ed. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, offered the follow- 
ing resolutions: — 

Resolved, That the proposition of the 
Librarian of the Congressional Library be 
accepted. 

Resolved, That a committee of one be 
appointed, residing at Washington, to ren- 
der the Librarian of Congress such assist- ; 
ance as the interests of the association may ; 
zequire. Adapted. 
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Report on Medical Education presented, 
and, on motion of Dr. Hibberd, of Indiana, 
it was made the special order for 10 o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Report on Prize Essays :— 

The undersigned, appointed Committee 
on Prize Essays at the session of 1868, re- 
spectfully report :— 

They have received but two essays—one 
upon the “* Physiological Effects and. Thera- 
peutical Uses of Atropia and its Salis ;”’ 
the other upon ‘* Quinia as a Therapeutic 
Agent.”” They agree to present both of 
these essays to the Association, and to re- 
commend the award of a prize of one hun- 
dred dollars to each of them. 

8. M. Bemiss, Chairman. 
C. Bearp, M. D. 
Jossra T. Scorr, M. D. 
S. A. Smita. 

The Secretary broke the seals and an- 
nounced that Dr. S. S. Herrick, of New 
Orleans, was the author of the paper on 
quinia, and Dr. Roberts Bartholow, of Cin- 
cinnati, wasthe author of that on atropia. 

Remarks upon certain points referring to 
success in the operation of vesico- vaginal fis- 
tula, by M. Schuppert, M. D., of New Or- 
leans, La., were presented and referred to 
Section on Medical Ohstetries. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Sections 
were authorized to meet at 34 P. M. in 
place of 3: 

Communication from the Gynecological 
Society was read by Permanent Secretary, 
and, on motion of Dr. Davis, was laid upon 
the table. 

Dr. Booth, of Mississippi, offered the 
following preamble and resolution :— 

Whereas, The proper construction of 
Art. 4, See. 1, Code of Ethics, A. M.A, 
having been called for, relative to consulta- 
tion with irregular practitioners, who are 
graduates of regular schools; 

Resolved, That said Art. 4, Sec. 1, Code 
of Ethics, A. M. A., excludes all such 
practitioners from recognition by the regu- 
lar profession. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned 
until Thursday, at 9 A. M. 


May 6. The meeting was called to order 
y the President. 
Dr. Parvin, on behalf of the Committee 


b 


on the President’s Address, presented the 


following report :— 
We cannot refrain, before entering upon 
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the consideration of the plan recommended } 
by the President for the improvement of 
medical education, from gladly expressing 
our high appreciation of the general tone of 
this address, of the broad and catholic 
spirit. which pervades it, finding expression 
in earnest and eloquent words—in brief, we 
believe the address worthy the perusal of 
every member of the Profession, in that it 
was worthy the memorable occasion, and is 
worthy the annals of medicine. 

On the other hand, we cannot refrain, 
with sadness be it said, from acknowledg- 
ing the truth of the terrible allegations 
made against the present condition of med- 
ical education, and the little success at- 
tending the efforts for improvements in such 
connection, made during a score of years. 

The special recommendation made by the 
President is in these words :— 

“T would advise that we appoint a com- 
mittee of our wisest and best men to digest 
a plan for one or more National Medical 
Schools, and to memorialize Congress in 
behalf of the enterprise. Let the plan em- 
brace as a basis the features presented by 
the Cincinnati Convention of Teachers; let 
these schools or universities confer such 
distinctions and privileges as will be pro- 
portionate to the superiority they demand, 
and such as will make the attainment of 
their diploma an object of the ambition of 
those who engage in the study of medicine ; 
let the choice be open to all aspirants, and 
the appointment or election of professors so 
guarded as to secure the very highest talent, 
the most profound learning, with the most 
fully demonstrated capacity for teaching. 
Make the salaries of the professors large, 
and not to depend upon the number of stu- 
dents; and let the Federal Government 
assume a proper share of the expenses in- 
curred.” 

Your committee express their hearty 
approval of this general plan, but suggest 
that the effort at first should be for the es- 
tablishment of but a single school, as more 
feasible, and besides one such institution 
would be a model which other medical col- 
leges might in time be induced to imitate in 
extent, duration and thoroughness of teach- 
ing, and in rigidness of requirements for the 
degree of M. D. 

We likewise desire to say that when the 
details of this general plan are thrown into 
form there should be the amplest security 





against the places and the power of such a 
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medical college as designed, ever falling 
into the hands of politicians or the proteges 
of politicians, Medicine is higher than pol- 
itics; broader than political creeds and 
party platforms. 

In conclusion, your committee reiterate 
the recommendation of the President as to 
the appointment of a committee for the 
special purpose referred to. 

On motion of Dr. Hibberd, the report was 
adopted, and on the proposition of Dr. 
Davis, the committee was ordered to consist 
of five. The President appointed Dr. W. O. 
Baldwin, of Alabama; Dr. F. G. Smith, of 
Pennsylvania; Dr. D. H. Storer, of Massa- 
chusetts; Dr. E. F. Gaillard, of Kentucky, 
and Dr. Joseph Jones, of Louisiana, 

The President appointed as delegates to 
the British Medical Association: Drs. N. 
Pinckney, U.S. N.; R. R. Mclivain, Ohio; 
J. F. Hibberd, Indiana; B. Lindsley, D. 
C.; G. C. Blackman, Ohio. 

To the Canadian Medical Association: 
Dr. Alden March, Albany, N. Y. 

Drs. Sayre, N. Y.; Toner, D. C,; As- 
kew, Del.; Arnold, Ga.; McCluskey, 
Ala., were appointed the Committee on 
Ethics. 

Dr. Hibberd presented a handbill put out 
by Dr. J. B. Buchtil, of Terre Haute, Ind., 
and charged irregular practice in this con- 
duct; the paper was read and referred to 
the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Davis read report of meeting of As- 
sociation of American Medical Editors’ 
Association, which was referred to Commit- 
tee on Publications, 

The Secretary presented a paper from 
Dr. Walsh, of Georgia, referring to the 
action of the Georgia Medical Society in his 
case. Referred to Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Parvin read report of Dr. J. C. 
Reeve on Medical Education, which had 
been made special order for 10 o’cloek, A. 
M. Adopted, and referred to Committee on 
Publications. 

Dr. McPheeters, of Missouri, offered a 
resolution that no speech should be longer 
than ten minutes, Adopted. 

The Committee on Nominations—Dr. J. 
J. Woodward, U. 8S. A., President — 
unanimously reported the following names: 

For President — George Mendenhall, 
Ohio. 

For Vice-Presidents — Warren Stone, 
La.; Lewis A. Sayre, N. Y.; F. Gurney. 
Smith, Penna.; John S. Moore, Mo. 
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For Assistant Secretary—William Lee, 
D.C. 

For Treasurer—Caspar Wister, Penn, 

For Librarian—Robert Reyburn, D. C. 

Committee of Arrangements — Thomas 
Antisell, Chairman, Robert Reyburn, C. 
M. Ford, L. W. Ritchie, W. J. C. Du- 
hamel, D. R. Hagner, C. F. Nally. 

Committee of Publication—F. Gurney 
Smith, Pa., Chairman; W. B. Atkinson, 
Pa.; A. J. Semmes, Ga.; Robert Rey- 
burn, D. C.; Caspar Wister, Pa.; H F 
Askew, Del.; Wm. Mayburry, Pa. ; 

Committee on Medical: Literature—J. J. ; 
Woodward, U. S. A., Chairman; W. H.; 
Anderson, Ala. ; Theophilus Parvin, Ind.; 
Hosmer A. Johnson, IIl.; C. W. Parsons, 
R.I 

Committee on Prize Essays — Grafton 
Tyler, D. C., Chairman: N. R. Lincoln, 
D. C.; N. R. Smith, Md.; G W. Mil- 
tenberger, Md.; W. R. Dunbar, Md. 

Committee on Epidemics—Add the fol-} 
lowing to fill vacancies: J. K. Bartlett, 3 
Wis.; J. B. Jackson, Ky. 

Committee on Education—T. G. Rich- 
ardson, La., Chairman; E. W. Jenks, 
Mich.; ES. Gaillard, Ky.; W.M. Me 
Pheeters, Mo. 

Time for meeting, in Washington, first 
Tuesday in May, 1870. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 3 

Dr. Herrick, Louisiana, offered amend- 
ment to amendment on the duties of the 
physicians to each other and the profession 
at large. 


| 
| 
| 


Art. I. Duties ror tee Suprort or 
ProressionaL CHARACTER — PRoposED 
AMENDMENT—ADDITIONAL SECTION. 


Section 5. The spirit of trade and of gain 
from merchandise should by all means be 
dissociated from the practice of a liberal 
profession, and it is important that practi- 
tioners should not allow their pecuniary in- 
terests to compromise their duties to their 
patients. Therefore, in cities and other 
communities where the services of compe- 
tent apothecaries can conveniently be ob- 
tained, physicians should resign to them 
the whole business and profits of dispens- 
ing medicines. 

Laid over, under the rule, to next yearly 
session. 

Dr. Davis offered a report on various 
propositions and communications from med- 
ical societies, which were adopted and re- 
ferred to Committee of Publication. 


; 
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Dr. Davis offered the following :— 

Resolved, That a special committee of 
three be appcinted by the President to pre- 
sent copies of the resolutions adopted before 
the several State Medical Societies at as 
early a period as possible. Adopted. 

Dr. Chaillé, of Louisiana, Chairman of 
Committee, presented a report on medical 
nomenclature, which was received and 
adopted, and referred to Committee of Pub- 
lication. ° 

The Committee on the Nomenclature of 
Diseases has the honour to report that it 
has examined the “‘ Provisional Nomencla- 
ture of the Royal College of Physicians’ 
of London, and ia of the opinion that it is 
desirable for this Association to recommend 
and adopt the same for general use in this 
country, with such modifications as, on de- 
liberate consideration, may appear to be 
necessary. The following resolutions are, 
therefore, submitted :— 

1. Resolved, That a special committee of 
fifieen be appointed by the President to take 
this subject into deliberate consideration, 
and to report at the next annual session 
what alterations, if any, are necessary to 
adapt the proposed nomenclature to general 
use in the United States. ‘ 

2. That this committee be authorized to 
fill up any vacancies which may occur upon 
it. 

3. That the Committee on Publication be 
authorized to publish, for general distribu- 
tion, one thousand copies of the English and 
Latin portions of this nomenclature, under 
the designation of the Proposed Nomencla- 
ture, prefacing the same with such remarks 
as may be deemed necessary, to secure the 
criticism and co-operation of as large a 
number of American medical men as prac- 
ticable. 

4. That the committee hereby appointed, 
be directed to draw the attention of the 
Surgeon-General of the army, of the Chief 
of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery of the 
navy, and of the Superintendent of the 
Census, to the question of their official 
adoption of the Proposed Nomenclature; 
to invite them to appoint whom they see fit 
to represent them on this commitiee ; and 
to solicit such co-operation as may be ne- 
cessary to accomplish the purpose desired, 
viz., the final adoption of such nomencla- 
ture and classification as will receive the 
conjoint approval of the official medical bu- 
reaus of the Government and of the gen- 


eral profession. 
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The following committee of fifteen was; a number of specimens of pathology, ana- 


appointed :— 

Francis G. Smith, Chairman; J. J. 
Woodward, U.S. A.; R. F. Michel, Ala- 
bama; A. B. Palmer, Michigan; S. E. 
Chaillé, Louisiana; L. P. Yandell, Jr., 
Kentucky; Ausiin Flint, New York; 
Alonzo C. Clark, New York; George B. 
Wood, Pennsylvania; S. H. Dickson, 
Pennsylvania; E. Jarvis, Massachusetts ; 
Theo. Parvin, Indiana; W. M. McPhee- 
ters, Missouri; E. M. Snow, Rhode Island; 

_N. Pinckney, U.S. N. 

Dr. Gaillard, Kentucky, offered the fol- 
lowing, with preliminary remarks ;— 

Resolved, That the adoption of a uniform 
rate of collegiate. fees—$120 being the min- 
imum—be accepted as the sentiment anJ 
desire of this Association. Adopted. 

Special Committee on the relative ad- 
vantages of Syme’s and Pirogoff’s mode of 
amputating at the ankle—Dr. G. A. Otis, 
U. S. A., Chairman; Dr. J. D. Holloway, 
of Louisville, Ky., proposed by J.J. Wood- 
ward. Approved. 

Dr. Bemiss presented from Dr. John Wa- 
ters, of St. Louis, Mo., a paper, on the 
Doctrinea of Force—Physical and Vital. 

Dr. A. M. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, 
presented *he following amendment to the 
Constitution :— 

Resolved, That all county medical socie- 
ties shall be required to elect a committee 
annually, whose duty it shall be to examine 
all applicants for admission as students 
under the tuition of its members, and that 





tomy, and natural history, with interesting 
explanations, which were received with 
applause. 

On motion of Dr. Garrish, Kentucky, 
the thanks of the Association were tendered 
to Dr. Jones. 

The following names were added to the 
Committee of Correspondence with State 
Medical Societies; Dr. N. S. Davis, Illi- 
nois; J. S. Weatherly, Alabama; J. M. 
Toner, District of Columbia. 

To the Committee on Canadian Medical 
Association: H. F. Askew, Delaware; R. 
Miller, Alabama; J. M. Bush, Kentacky ; 
N.8. Davis, Illinois; —— Riggs, Alabama. 

To the International Medical Association : 
Dr. W. J. C. Duhamel, District of Colum- 


.$bia; Jos. Berney, Alabama; E.L. Jones, 


New York; B. F. Dawson, New York; 
Joseph Jones, New Orleans. 

To the British Medical Association: F. 
A. Ross, Alabama. 

Delegate to Association of Superinten- 
dents of Insane: Robert Reyburn, District 
of Columbia. 

Dr. Jones was added to Committee on 
Establishment of National Medical College. 

On motion of Dr. F. G. Smith, of Penn- 
aylvania, the following resolution was 

imously adopted by a vote of the 
members present, standing as a mark of 
respect :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this “‘Asso- 
ciation’’ are justly due and are hereby 
tendered to the President for the uniform 





no member of any county medical society 3 kindness and courtesy with which he has 
shall receive any Such applicant until such; presided over its deliberations, and to the 
applicant shall present a certificate from said} Committee of Arrangements, the physi- 
committee, testifying that he has a good } cians and citizens of New Orleans for the 
English education, and a sufficient know-3 generous hospitality and fraternal kindness 


ledge of Greek and Latin to enable him to 
pursue his study with advantage. 

Laid over under the rules. 

Dr. Toner, D. C., moved that a Commit- 


with which we have been received and 
treated during our sojourn in their city, 
with the assurance that the memories of 
this visit will always be among the bright- 


tee on variola be appointed— Dr. Jos. Jones, } est and most enduring of our lives. 


Chairman. Adopted. 


Resolved, That we also present our thanks 


Dr. Pinckney, U.S. N., made statements to the various railroad and steamboat com- 


concerning relative grades of tank. The 
paper was ordered to be spread on the 
minutes. 

Association adjourned to meet at 9 
o’clock A. M., Friday, May 7th. 


May7. The Association met at 9 o’clock, 
he President, Dr. Baldwin, in the chair. 
Dr. Joseph Jones, Louisiana, presented to medical ethics : 


| 


panies, who have so liberally extended to 
us facilities of transportation, and to the 
daily press for their efficient aid in report- 
ing the proceedings of this meeting. 

On motion of Dr. J. P. Moore, of Missis- 
sippi, the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted :— 

Whereas the contract system is contrary 
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Resolved, The all contract physicians, as } certainly occupied my most anxious thoughts 
well as those guilty of bidding for practice ‘ since my elevation to this position ; yet to 
at less rates than those established by a ‘cherish and promote the intimate and cor- 
majority of regular graduates of the same ; dial relations of friendship between the in- 
locality, be classed as irregular practition- ; dividual members of this Association against 


ers. 


all sectional distinctions or geographical 


The following reports of the Sections fol- ; lines, has also been among the chief objects 


-lowed :— 


$ of my ambition and the earnest desires of my 


Section on Meteorology, Medical Topo- } heart. Could I now believe that my efforts 


graphy and Epidemics reported. Report 
accepted and referred to Committee of 
Publication. 

Sections on Practical Medicine and Ob- 
stetrics reported, and their reports referred 
to Committee of Publication. 

And the report on training of nurses was 
accepted and the resolution adopted. 

Section on Medical Jurisprudence, Hy- 
giene and Physiology reported. Commit- 
tee continued for next year. Report re- 
ferred to Committee of Publication. 

Section on Surgery proposed that their 
report be received without formality and be 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 
Adopted. 

After being read the report was accepted 
and ordered to be published. 

Section on Psychology, the same dis- 
position. 

The President appointed Dr. J. M. Toner 
a committee of one, at Washington, D. C., 
to assist the Librarian of Congress to keep 
the books of the Association. 

On motion for adjournment, the Presi- 
dent delivered an address, which was 
unanimously ordered to be published in 
the Transactians of the Association. 

Gentlemen—Before I submit the motion 
just made, and which, When adopted, will 
practically close my official relations to this 
body, allow me to return you my most cor- 
dial and grateful thanks for the unvarying 
kindness which I have received at your 
hands. Whatever my future lot in life may 





have contributed in the slightest degree to 
enlarging that harmony of sentiment and 
fraternal feeling which have been so ap- 
parent throughout this meeting, I should 
feel that I had commenced at least to make 
return for the great honour and kindness 
received at your hands. 

It now only remains for me, gentlemen, to 
again express to you my thanks, to wish you 
a safe return to your homes and labours, a 
happy reunion with your friends and fami- 
lies, and to pronounce that sad word, over 
which the heart of friendship would fain 
linger, as I bid you an affectionate farewell. 

The Convention adjourned to meet in 
Washington, D. C., second Tuesday in 
May, 1870. 

The meeting, we learn, was a most 
agreeable and harmonious one, that it was 
largely attended—about three hugdred dele- 
gates being present—and that thé profession 
of New Orleans extended a most fraternal 
and cordial greeting to, and most liberally 
provided whatever could conduce to the 
comfort, pleasure, and entertainment of, 
their visitors. 

Association of American Medical Edi- 
tors.—At the late meeting of the American 
Medical Association, the editors of medical 
journals present formed themselves into 
an association under this title. The report 
of their proceedings is as follows :— 

May 5. Pursuant to adjournment from 
the preliminary meeting on Tuesday, May 


be, the world holds no honours which to me ; 4th, the meeting of Medical Journalists was 
can equal those conferred by you. The fra- ; called to order at 8 o’clock P. M., by Dr. 
ternal good-will which has so conspicuously { N. S. Davis, of the Chicago “ Medical Ex- 
marked your deliberationa, has been to me ‘ aminer.”’ 

a matter of infinite satisfaction and pride,; The Committee on Organization, through 
and will not be the least among the grateful their chairman, Dr. Theophilus Parvin, of 
memories which will gladden my heart as : the ‘‘ Western Journal of Medicine,” then 
I may hereafter review the incidents of my : presented the following preamble and plan 
official connection with you. ‘of organization, which was unanimously 

To win your judgment and approval, to ; adopted :— 

hold up the dignity of fellowship, the use-; ‘* The editors of medical journals in the 
fulness of association and the interest and } United States, desiring to cultivate profes- 
prosperity of the profession at large have ‘sional courtesies, to facilitate the conduct 
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and general management of our journals, 
to promote their interests, their usefulness, 
and make them a still greater power for 
professional and popular good, and especially 
to advance the interests of medicine, hereby 
unite together under the following 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


Name.— The Association of American 
Editors. 

Purposes.—The cultivation of friendly 
relations, mutual assistance, community of 
effort and means, where practicable in a 
system of receiving foreign exchanges, and 
of sending our own journals abroad; in 
urging, with hearty concert, improvements 
in the present system of medical education, 
and a higher standard of preliminary educa- 
tion of those who desire to enter upon the 
study of medicine; the collection of vital 
statistics; the collecting of the names of 
all the regular physicians in the United 
States, age, place and date of graduation, if 
a graduate ; also, the same in reference to 
graduation at literary institutions, if such 
graduation has taken place. 

Meetings.—These shall be held com- 
mencing at 10 A. M. on the day preceding, 
and at the place of the annual meeting of the 
American Médical Association. 

Officers.— President, Vice-President, Per- 
manent Secretary, and Secretary. 

The President, Vice-President, and Sec- 
retary shall be elected annually, and shall 
serve at the meeting of the succeeding year. 

Committees shall be appointed when 
necessary for the carrying out of any of the 
special purposes of the Association. 

These resolutions having been signed by 
the following delegates: Dr. N.S. Davis, 
Chicago Medical Examiner; Dr. Jas. M. 
Halloway, Richmond and Louisville Medi- 
eal Journal; Dr. Wm. M. McPheeters, St. 
Louis Medical and Surgical Reporter; Dr. 
W.R. Bowling, Nashville Journal of Medi- 
cine; J. Berien Lindsley, Nashville Journal 
of Medicine; Dr. Greensville Dowell, Gal- 
veston Medical Journal; Dr. Samuel Logan, 
New Orleans Journal of Medicine; Dr. S. 
S. Herricks, New Orleans Journal of Medi- 
cine; Dr. E. W. Jenks and Dr. George D. 
Andrews, Detroit Review of Medicine and 
Pharmacy; Dr. W. S. Mitchell, New Or- 
leans Journal of Medicine, and Dr. S. M. 
Bemiss, New Orleans Journal of Medicine 
—the officers, as folluws, were unanimously 
elected :— 
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Dr. N. 8S. Davis, President; Dr. W. M. 
McPheeters, Vice-President; Dr. W. S. 
Mitchell, Permanent Secretary, and Dr. J. 
Berien Lindsley, Secretary. 

The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted :-— 

That a committee on foreign exchanges 
be appointed, to consist of Dr. Parvin, as 
chairman, and the Permanent Secretary. 

That the Permanent Secretary be in- 
structed to correspond with such regular 
medical journals of the United States as are 
not now represented, informing them of the 
objects of the organization, and inviting 
their co-operation. 

That a committee, consisting of Drs. 
Bowling, Dowell, and Andrews, be ap- 
pointed on the Registry of Physicians. 

That Dr. Halloway be appointed a com- 
mittee on Revision. 

That the President deliver at the next 
meeting an address on the history, progress, 
etc., of medical journalism in this country, 
and that the members of the Association 
furnish to him such material and informa- 
tion as they may be able to obtain. 

That beside the members already signing 
the Constitution, all physicians connected 
with regular medical journals be considered 
members upon signifying, in writing to the 
Permanent Secretary, their willingness to 
subscribe to the foregoing articles of agree- 
ment, until opportunity be afforded them of 
signing said articles. 

That the President be requested to an- 
nounce tothe American Medical Association 
the formation and objects of this Associa- 
tion. 

That Dr. Halloway be appointed a com- 
mittee to arrange a general plan of commu- 
tation between medical journals. 

That the Committee on Exchanges be 
instructed to arrange some general plan for 
the establishment of agencies in all the 
principal cities. . 


Deaths from Chloroform.—Dr. Squires 
communicated to the New York Patholo- 
gical Society, a case of death from chl®ro- 
form. The patient was a lady, a native 
and resident of Georgia, the wife of a phy- 
sician and the mother of eight children. 
She had come to New York for the pur- 
pose of having an epithelioma of the tongue 
removed. Drs. Hutchinson and Krack- 
owizer were in attendance upon the case, 
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and advised the operation, which was per- 
formed by the latter. Dr. Squibb admin- 
istered the anesthetic. The chloroform 
was first giver from the bottle, without 
pouring any out. This bottle had the ca- 
pacity of a pint, contained but two ounces 
at the bottom, and into the liquid a coil of 
paper was. immersed. The chloroform 
found its way to the.top of the coil by 
capillary attraction, and then gave off its 
vapour. She came quite readily under the 
influence of the chloroform, and passed 
through the intoxicating stage quite rapidly. 
She did not, however, become very tho- 
roughly anesthetized at first The tongue 
was examined, and it was found sensitive ; 
more chloroform was given, and the opera- 
tion was started. She again manifested 
signs of a lack of the desired anesthetic 
effect ; the jaw, for instance, could not be 
depressed. Profound anesthesia was then 
speedily produced by allowing her to in- 
hale the chloroform from a napkin. The 
operation was then fairly commenced, dur- 
ing which the chloroform was, of course, 
suspended. The operation was a long and 
very difficult one, but during all the time 
her pulse remained good, and she was weil 
watched. After the removal of the morbid 
growth, and just as Dr. Krackowizer was 
about to pass a stitch into the wound, the 
patient suddenly fainted, and despite all the 
efforts that were made for a long time, she 
never breathed again. No post-mortem 
was granted. It was Dr. Squibb’s opinion 
that the cause of death was a direct poison- 
ing of the nervous centres by the chloro- 
form. 

Dr. Finns, exhibited to the same society 
a series of specimens consisting of the heart, 
kidneys, and spleen removed from a little 
girl six years of age, whose death was occa- 
sioned by chloroform. She applied tothe N. 
York Eye and Ear Infirmary for treatment 
of convergent strabismus of the left eye. 
She was given chloroform by Dr. Cutter, of 
the institution. The quantity as mentioned 
was at first one drachm. This was placed 
upon a towel and held carefully to the 
motth. Not coming fully under its influ- 
ence, a second drachm was administered 
in like manner. Dr. Delafield proceeded to 
divide the internal rectus while the patient 
was yet not completely under the influence 
of the anesthetic. No more chloroform 
was, however, given. The child was quite 
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restless during the operation, and a few 
moments after it was finished, it was dis- 
covered that the patient had ceased to 
breathe. All the ordinary efforts to re- 
store respiration usually made use of were 
futile. 

The autopsy was made in the evening, 
eight hours after death. The right side of 
the heart was much distended with dark 
fluid blood. The kidneys were enlarged, 
as was also the spleen. The ovaries were 
respectively the size of a kidney bean. 
Both lungs were collapsed and compara- 
tively free from blood. The time from the 
commencement of the inhalation of the 
anesthetic until death was fifteen minutes, 
—Medical Record, May 1, 1869. 

National Convention for the Revision of 
the United States Pharmacopeia.—At the 
meeting of the Convention, held in May, 
1860, the following resolutions were adopt- 
ed :— 

‘* 1, The President of this Convention shall, 
on the first day of May, 1869, issue a notice, 
requesting the several incorporated State 
Medical Societies, the incorporated Medi- 
cal Colleges, the incorporated Colleges of 
Physicians and Surgeons, and the incor- 
porated Colleges of Pharmacy throughout 
the United States, to elect a number of 
delegates not exceeding three, to attend a 
general convention to be held at Washing- 
ton, on the first Wednesday in May, 1870. 

‘*2, The several incorporated bodies, thus 
addressed, shall also be requested by the 
President to submit the Pharmacopaia to a 
careful revision, and to transmit the results 
of their labours,.through their delegates, or 
through any other. channel.to the next con- 
vention. 

**3, The several Medical and Pharma- 
ceutical bodies, shall be further requested 
to transmit to the President of this Conven- 
tion, the names and. residences of their re- 
spective delegates, as soon as they shall 
have been appointed, a Jist of whom shall 
be published, under his authority, for the 
information of the Medical Public, in the 
newspapers and medical journals in the 
month of March, 1870.” 

In compliance with the above resolutions, 
the President of the Convention announces 
that a meeting will be held in Washington, 
D. C., on the first Wednesday in May, 
1870, and requests that the several incor- 
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porated bodies shall, after a revision of the 
United States Pharmacopeia, send the re- 
sults of their labours tothe Convention, and 
further requests that they transmit to the 
President the names and residences of their 
several delegates so soon as elected, that 
the list may be published. 
Geo. B. Woop, 
President of the Convention of 1860. 

Kentucky School of Medicine.—At a 
meeting of the Faculty of this School, May, 
13th, the following preamble and resolution 
were ly adopted : 

Whereas, The medical colleges of the 
United States have, hitherto, in vain sought 
’ for an expression of the wish of the Ameri- | 

can Medical Profession in regard to the 
amount of fees proper for a single offi ~ 
course of collegiate lectures; and 

Wuereas, The American Medical As-} 
sociation did, by a vote conspicuously unan- 
imous, decide, on the 6th of May, 1869, 
that $120 should be accepted as the mINI- 
MUM amount to be charged for euch a course 
of lectures; and 

Waereas, This vote is morally and; 
honourably binding upon all who personally } 
or by delegated authority entered into it; ; 
and 

Wuerezas, The Faculty of the Kentucky 
School of Medicine, in common with all 
reputable members of the medical Profes- 





can Medical Association as representing, 
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Resources of the Southern Fields and 
Forests— Medical, Economical, and Agri- 
cultural.—Dr. F. Peyre Porcher has pre- 
pared a second edition of this valuable work, 
revised and augmented. I: will be a volume 
of upwards of 700 pages octavo, and will 
contain a history of all the vegetable pro- 
ductions of the Southern States. 

Osirvary Recorv.—Died, in New York, 
March 30, 1869, in the 80th year of his age, 
Avexanper H. Srevens, M. D., LL.D., 
formerly Professor of Surgery in the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York, and the second President of the 
American Medical Association. Dr. S. 
was a highly educated and skilful surgeon, 
and a high-minded honourable gentleman. 
His eminent attainments acquired for him 
$ many posts of honour, all of which he 
filled with credit. 

——in New York, April 26th, after a 
short illness, Minturn Posr, M. D., an 
eminent practitioner of that city. 


—— in Philadelphia, on the 26th of May, 
James Rusu, M. D., at the mature age of 
eighty-four years. Dr. R. was a son of Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence and the re- 
nowned Professor of the Practice of Medi- 
cine in the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. 
James Rush received his diploma of M. D. 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1809, and during the earlier portion of his 


through the delegated organizations, the‘ life was engaged in the practice of medi- 


sion, accepts the decisions of the ct 
sentiment and desire of the great body of } cine, but a number of years since he with- 


American physicians ; 
Be it hereby resolved, That the Faculty 
of the Kentucky School of Medicine ac- 


Sture and philosophy. 


drew from professional pursuits and devoted 
himself mainly to the cultivation of litera- 
His principal work, 


knowledges this officially expressed wish } ‘On the Philosophy of the Human Voice,”’ 


tion, and that it will hereafter charge $120 


is pronounced by those competent to judge 
to display deep research and to be a pro- 


of the Association as its guide in this | 


for each official course of its collegiate lec- 
tures, 


duction of a high order of merit. 


5 
+f — 

L. J. F eter M. D., Dean. 3 Proceedings of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia in relation to the Death of 

The Journal of the Oinenadagtiad Society : Prof. Dunglison.—At a stated meeting of 


of Boston.—A monthly journal under this {the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 
title is announced, the firet number to be {held May 5, 1869, the following pream- 
issued on the Ist of July. It istocontain;ble and resolutions were unanimously 
‘the official publications of the above-named {adopted :— 

society,'and ia to be under the editorial} ‘* Whereas, This College has heard with 
management of the officers of the society, }unfeigned sorrow of the death of Dr. Robley 
Drs. Winslow Lewis, H. R. Storer, and Dunglison, late one of its most illustrious 
Geo. H. Bixby. We wish it full success. ‘members, and for upwards of thirty years 
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Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in} 
the Jefferson Medical College of this city ; 
and whereas, it is meet and proper on all 
suitable occasions to recognize the just 
claims of the dead to the gratitude of the 
living, especially when, as in the present 
instance, they have occupied a conspicuous 
place in the public eye and in the esteem 
of their fellow men; therefore, 

‘Resolved, That in the deathof Dr. Dun- 
glison the American medical profession has 
lost one of its brightest ornaments, the pro- 
fessorial corps one of its most distinguished 
members, physiological science one of its 
most able expounders, and medival litera- 
ture one of its most useful, erudite, and 
abundant authors. 

‘* Resolved, That, as a tribute of respect 
to his memory for the benefit which he 
has conferred upon his profession and his 
country, a discourse upon his life and cha- 
racter be delivered by one of the Fellows 
of the College at such time as may be most 
convenient to himself. 

‘* Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be transmitted by the Secretary of the 
College to the family of the deceased, with 


the expression of our condolence in their ; 
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and as the progress was slow, the vessel 
a little above the popliteal space was inter- 
mittently compressed by a conical pad, the 
base of which rested on the bed, the limb 
lying on its apex by its own weight. A 
complete recovery took place, both from 
the diabetes and the aneurism, after a pro- 
tracted period. Much credit is due to Prof. 
Verneuil for the sagacity with which he 
made out the real origuv mali.—Lancet, 
May 1, 1869. 

Treatment of Syphilis by the Hypodermic 
Injection of Mercury.—Dr. Bricueteav 
recommends (the Practitioner, March, 
1869) for the treatment of syphilis by hy- 
podermic injection the following solution :— 

Double iodide of mercury and sodium, 23 
grains ; distilled water, 3 oz. and 3 drachms, 
The treatment must be commenced by in- 
jecting ten drops containing fifteen milli- 
grammes, and the dose then increased by 
ten drops. One injection must then be 
given every second day. 

We do not pretend to put forward this 
method of treatment, writes Dr. B., as one 
practically applicable in all cases of syphilis, 
but we believe it distinctly indicated in all 


bereavement, and that the same be pub- ‘cases where the patients cannot bear mer- 


lished in the two medical Journals of thia 
city.”’ Joun H. Pacxarp, 
Secretary of the College. 
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Popliteal Aneurism in a Diabetic Patient. 
—Prof. Vernevit brought before the Aca- 
demy of Medicine of Paris, recently, the 
case of a middle-aged man, upon whom he 
succeeded in solidifying a popliteal aneur- 
ism by means of partial compression of the 


vessel and flexion of the limb. The case 
presented peculiar interest, as M. Verneuil 
was called in after mechanical, and also 
digital, pressure had not only failed, but 
had given rise to gangrene of the parts upon 
which the pressure had been applied. The 
author was struck with the idea that both 
the existence of the aneurism and the gan- 
grene were connected with diabetes. The 
urine was examined, and found loaded with 
glucose. The ligature could, therefore, not 
be thought of, so M. Verneuil, in spite of 





its many difficulties, tried flexion of the 
limb. This was carried out with great cau- } 


curial preparations taken by the stomach. 
It is also indicated in cases where it is 
necessary to act rapidly and promptly, as in 
cases of syphilitic iritis, and in cases of 
severe syphilis, where large doses are neces- 
sary te produce the desired therapeutic 
effect. 

Cataplasms of Mustard.—The Journal 
des Connaissance Médicales publishes an 
article by Dr. Hebert, on a subject which 
may not be uninteresting to families—viz., 
cataplasms, those especially which have 
mustard for their base. The seeds of the 
black kind, which, in a pulverized state, 
are used for poultices, owe their properties 
to a liquid, acrid, and volatile substance, 
being nothing but essence of mustard. 
This, however, does not exist ready formed 
in the seed; it is generated by a kind of 
fermentation, caused by the action of an 
albuminoid body called myrosine, which 
plays the part of leaven, on a peculiarly fer 
mentescible compound, mysonate of potash. 
This transformation, which has been called 
sinapisic, can only take place by the inter- 
vention of water at a temperature higher 


tion, on account of the pain it occasioned ; } than freezing-point, and lower than 75 deg. 
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Centigr., those being the usual conditions 
requisite for producing fermentation. This 
is a circumstance which is not commonly 
taken into account in practice. The gene- 
ration of the essence of mustard diminishes 
under a temperature ranging between 50 
and 75 deg. Cent., and entirely ceases at 
the latter. Hence, boiling water, or even 
such that cannot be borne by the hand, will 
spoil both the poultice and the sinapised 
footbath. Again, alcohol, acids, metallic 
salts, and any other agents, having the 
power of stopping fermentation, or retarding 
it, are detrimental. Besides the two prin- 
ciples already mentioned, through whose 
joint action the essential oil of mustard is 
produced, the seeds of this plant contain 
various others, among which there is a 
fixed and inactive oil, having some of the 
properties of that of rape-seed, and which 
may easily be extracted from mustard pow- 
der, either by strong pressure, or, better still, 
by acting upon it by lixiviation in a sulphuret 
ofcarbon. When this oil is extracted, what 
remains is much more powerful, and will, 
moreover, keep indefinitely. Many years 
ago, M. Robinet attempted to bring this 
mustard-flour, deprived of its fixed oil, into 


general use; but prejudice and routine 
proved too strong for him ; and it was not 
until this powder was gummed to paper, 
then cut into squares, and sold in elegant 


tin boxes, that it came into fashion. But 
what every family should keep in mind is 
this, that mustard poultices ought not to be 
made with hot, but with lukewarm water. 
—Med. Press and Circular, May 12, 1869. 

The Blue Line in Saturnine Affec- 
tions and its Pathognomonic Value.—Dr. 
Fator refutes the authors, who believe 
that the blue line along the gums is formed 
by an accidental deposit on the buccal 
mucous membrane of lead furnished by 
dust contained in the air or food, or still 
more in fluids that have been adulterated or 
accidently charged. According to M. Gri- 
solle among others, the blue line is the 
livery of the lead-worker, not a symptom of 
poisoning, but a simple deposit, and a sign 
of the worker’s occupation. M. Falot 
quotes the observations of Beau, Barlow, 
Gregory Smith, and Lecog, all of whom ob- 
served the blue line in patients undergoing 
an internal treatment with pills of subcar- 
bonate or acetate of lead; and he gives in 


addition the reports of some cases of his: 
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own, which were gathered in an epidemic 
of colic in a ship’s crew at the Gaboon, the 
cause of which was lead poisoning. Fi- 
nally,after having established by experiment 
the impossibility of reproducing the blue 
line artificially, by touching the gums cor- 
responding to the incisor and canine teeth 
of the Jower jaw with a brush dipped in 
acetate of lead, and after having proved that 
oxygenated water and water sharpened by 
sulphuric acid, the ordinary reagents of 
lead, had no influence upon the blue line 
when it is plainly established, Dr. Falot 
proves that the line is the result of an 
elimination of the lead, and indicates by its 
manifestation that the lead, carried along by 
the circulation, comes to be deposited in the 
tissue of the gums, where it forms a com- 
bination which reveals its presence by a 
more or less intense \blue coloration. M. 
Falot finishes his coniribution by repre- 
senting the blue line as a sign of the pene- 
tration of lead into the economy, and he 
derives the important conclusion for foren- 
sic medicine that its pr e may d 
lead-poisoning, although an analysis of the 
viscera may not have revealed the smallest 
trace of the metal._™Med. Press and Cir- 
cular, May 12, 1869. 





Absinthe.—To prove the peculiarly dan- 
gerous qualities of absinthe as an alcoholic 
liquor, various experiments have been re- 
cently made. M. Magnan had already 
found that the fumes of absinthe throw 
guinea-pigs into convulsions, while alcohol 
only intoxicates them. Dr. Debourge, in a 
lecture delivered lately at Brussels, took 
two vessels containing a pint of water in 
which swam some small fish. Pouring into 
one of these vessels six drops of the essence 
of absinthe, and into the other six drops of 
pure prussic acid, he showed that the fish 
were more rapidly struck down by the es- 
sence than even by the prussic acid.— 
British Medical Journal, April 17, 1869. 

Sewage, its Utilization, §c.—Among 
the problema, the solution of which, is at- 
tracting the attention of hygienists at the 
present time, are the means of separating 
the rain fall from sewage—how best to uti- 
lize the latter for fertilizing purposes and to 
prevent its polluting the air we breathe and 
the water we drink. 

We find an excellent article in the Scien- 
tific Opinion (March 31, 1869) taken from 
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The Builder, from which we extract the‘ system of impermeable sewers should be 
following remarks: ‘‘It is impossible to; provided separate from the permeable 


provide a perfectly innocuous system of 
town-drainage while combining in one 
channel the house and surface drainage. 
They must be kept separate. Sewers 
which receive both kinds of drainage ac- 
cumulate soil, and generate noxious gases, 
which escape into the houses and streets, 
The necessity for flushing to remove the 
soil, and for trapping to prevent the smell 
from escaping, proves that the combined 
sysiem is eminently at fault. A general 
trapping would not remedy the evil, since 
foul air would be generated as freely, and 
would pass up the drains into the houses 
instead of into the streets. The evil aris- 
ing from house-drains discharging into 
sewers which receive surface drainage, is 
not confined to the houses and streets, for 
such sewers constantly pour floods of filth 
into the river, which is polluted in conse- 
q It is impossible, therefore, to pre- 
serve the purity of the air we breathe, and 
of the river, on the banks of which we live, 
while the filth from the houses is allowed 
to pass into the sewers which communi- 
cate with the surface and empty into the 
river ; and, therefore, it is a necessary con- 
dition of perfect drainage that separate 





ehannels should be provided for the house-; 


drainage having no connection with the 
river. . 

‘* In order to restore the atmosphere of 
the metropolis, and also the natural water- 
courses and the river to the original purity, 
the following principles must be conformed 
to:— 

“1st. The two systems of sewers and 
outfalls, independently of each other, 
should be provided ; one for the discharge 
of natural or surface drainage, and the other 
for the discharge of artificial or house 
drainage. 

“2d. That as outfalls are already pro- 
vided for natural drainage, it is only neces- 
sary to provide separate outfalls for artificial 
drainage which should be conveyed to con- 
venient depots below the town. 

‘* 3d. That, in order to perfectly drain the 
subsoil and the surface, a system of per- 
meable sewers should be provided to dis- 
charge into the natural watercourses and 
the river. 

‘4th, That, in order to carry off the house- 
drainage, without the escape of effluvia, a 


; 





sewers, to discharge without intermission 
into artificial outfalls, independently of the 
river. 

‘5th. That on these outfalls depots 
should be formed and works established 
for raising the sewage and distributing it 


‘for agricultural purposes.”’ 


The Medical Press and Circular (April 
14th, 1869) contains the following highly 
important statement :— 

The utilization of sewage has again at- 
tained an incontestable triamph in the resulis 
attained at Aldershot camp. Three years 
ago the water-closet drainage was one of 
the difficulties of the locality, and one of the 
greatest dangers to the health of the troops. 
It cost a heavy expense to get rid of it, it 
polluted the air, and made the water undrink- 
able. A Scotch farmer, Mr. Blackburn, 
bid for, and took it in a quantity of 170,000 
gallons a day off the hands, if the phrase 
be admissible, of the authorities. He took 
his unsavoury bargain to 100 acres of stony 
and almost useless land, and got rid of it 
there. Into what did he turn its fragrance 
this the third year? Into six crops of Ita- 
lian rye grass, selling at something like 
£10 acrop per acre, or say £5000 net for 
his 100 acres in the year. Will the public 
ever see for themselves these results, and 
learn better wisdom than walling up their 
rivers and polluting their air and drink by 
casting money value into their water 
courses? ‘‘ Thus,’’ says the Times, ‘‘in 
the space of three years the Aldershot sew- 
age, which used to be poisonous matter, has 
been turned by skill into one of the most 
useful and fertilizing agents that has ever 
been placed at the disposal of the agricultu- 
rist ; and while the soil reaps the benefit of 
getting back the vegetable constitnents 
which it has given forth, the camp authori- 
ties at Aldershot are saved all the trouble 
and expense, and cease to pollute all the 
dykes and rivers. round them. In plain 
terms, sewage, which used to be an endless 
trouble to be got rid of, is now likely, when 
properly applied, to be a source of continued 
prosperity to farmers who use it properly, 
even over the poorest lands. No greater 
proof of its success can be afforded than 
the Camp Farm at Aldershot, which in 
three years has been reclaimed from a sandy 
waste into a flourishing homestead.”’ 
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Professor Pepper's New Induction Coil. 
—Of all Professor Pepper’s triumphs, that 
to be now seen is most interesting to our 
profession. He has produced the most 
powerful induction coil ever seen, and the 
results must be of lasting importance. 
Faraday could scarcely have anticipated the 
perfection of mechanism which has thus 
made his discovery of so much greater value 
than was till just lately believed. Till aow. 
a coil fifteen inches long and four in diam- 
ter was called large. That would light up 
vacuum tubes, and give a spark of six or 
seven inches. Professor Pepper's new coil 
is a ‘‘ monster,”’ nine feet ten inches long 
and two in diameter. It gives a spark of 
twenty-nine inches, perforates plate glass 
five inches thick, and charges a Leyden 
battery, forty feet equare, by three breaks of 
contact. 

Some difficulties had to be overcome to 
make the monster manageable—for in- 
stance, at first the contact-breakers were 
destroyed in a moment on the first trial. 
But all has been overcome, and Pepper’s 
monster may be seen in wonderful and ter- 
tible action, and will not only be a source 
of amusement to the many, but will, we 
cannot doubt, hasten many important dis- 
coveries, 

The core of this new coil is of soft iron, 
formed by a bundle of straight wires, each 
five feet in length and .0625 of an inch in 
diameter. The diameter of the combined 
wires is four inches, and the weight of the 
core is 123 lbs. The primary coil is of cop- 
per wire of the highest conductivity, and 
weighs 145 lbs. The diameter of this wire 
is .0925 of an inch, and its length is 3770 
yards. It is wound round with cotton, and 
makes 6000 revolutions around the iron 
core. The secondary wire is 150 miles in 
length, and .015 of an inch in diameter. Ii 
is covered with silk, and is wound into an 
outer coil 50 inches in length. The primary 
wire is insulated from the secondary by an 
ebonite tube half an inch in thickness, 
and the whole coil is enclosed in another 
ebonite tube and mounted upon substantial 
shpports also covered with ebonite. The 
galvanic current for the primary coil is fur- 
nished by a Bunsen’s battery of forty cells. 


Typhus in Spain.—A bad form of typhus 
fever has recently been raging in Spain, and 
is still committing great ravages. Several 
medical-men have already fallen victims to 
the terrible disease, which they had con- 
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tracted in the fulfilment of their professional 
duties. Salager and Ortega, of Madrid, 
both men of eminence, have died—the for- 
mer having caught the malady in his wards 
at the general hospital of that city. The 
Spanish journals also report the death of 
four army surgeons. Several cities in Spain, 
and, amohgst others, Burgos, Saragossa, 
Salamanca, Zamora, &c., reckon many 
deaths each day. The epidemic, it would 
seem, is much more severe than that which 
prevailed in Brugsels during the month of 
February.—Lancet, April 24, 1869. 

Gratuitous Medical Advice in China.— 
The gratuitous distribution of medicine is 
quite common in China. In the summer 
especially, certain remedies much prized 
by the people may be obtained free of 
charge from societies which include this 
among other objects for which they are in- 
stituted. There is a very common mode 
of practising the healing art, professedly 
from benevolent motives, in which a selfish 
motive is too apparent. Notice may con- 
tinually be seen placarded in public places, 
calling the attention of the public to some 
distinguished personage of the ASsculapian 
school who has learned his art at the capital, 
or from some foreigner, or from some dis- 
tinguished native practitioner, or by com- 
munication with the genii, who is desirous 
of relieving those who are in a condition of 
suffering and distress, and will give them 
an-opportunity to avail themselves of his 
knowledge and skill without charge, except 
for the cost of medicine.—Nevius’s China 
and the Chinese. 

Chloroform in the Urine.—A very im- 
portant observation has been made relative 
to the properties of the urine of patients 
who have inhaled chloroform. If the ordi- 
nary sugar test be applied— viz., sulphate of 
copper and potassa—the reaction seems to 
indicate the presence of a large amount of 
sugar. The reduction of the copper, how- 
ever, is not due to sugar, but to chloroform. 
So says a writer in the Journal de Phar- 
macie d’Anvers. The chloroform is de- 
tected thus: a current of air is passed 
through the urine, then made to traverse a 
hot porcelain tube, and finally to pass 
through a Liebig’s bulb, containing a solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver. The chlorine derived 
from the chloroform precipitates, when pre- 
sent, the silver in the form of chloride.— 
Lancet, Feb. 6, 1869. 









SMITH ON CHILDREN—Just Issued. 


A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF 


INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. 


By J. LEWIS SMITH, M.D., 


Curator to the Nursery and Child’s Hospital, New York; Physician to the Infants’ Hospital, 
Ward’s Island; Professofin Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York. 


In one large and hand. octavo vol : extra cloth, $4 75; leather, $5 75. 








Author's Preface: 

The purpose of the author has been to present a description of the diseases of infancy 
and childhood succinctly, but at the same time in a sufficiently comprehensive manner to 
meet the requirements of the medical student and practitioner. He has endeavored to 
pot gp in the treatise all recently ascertained facts relating to this branch of medical 
practice, and especially has it been his endeavor to recommend such modes ®f treatment 
as comport with, and are suggested by, our present knowledge of the pathology of early 
life, the efficacy of hygienic measures in the treatment of the young, and the recuperative 
powers of the system of this age. 

While the author has respected the opinions of previous writers, and has adopted them, 
so far as they appeared to be cortect, he has depended much more for the material of his 
treatise on clinical observations and the inspection of the cadaver. Necessarily, as a 
result of independent investigations, opinions are now and then expressed different from 
those which are commonly accepted. Novel views have not, however, been presented, 
unless the author was fully satisfied that they were substantiated by a sufficient number 














of observations. 


After an examination of this book, we think we 
are not mistaken in welcoming its writer as a new 
authority in medical literature on the diseases of 
children. The sources of his information are 
copious, and he seems to have made careful use of 
them. We had intended to support these opinions 
by quotations, but the range of the work is so 
comprehensive, and our readers can so moch 
better form a notion of the industry and good 
— of its author by an extended perusal of 

t, that we have concluded to simply refer them 
to the book itself, and will only add that it is 
written in the clear and unambitious style befit- 
ting a scientific work.—St. Louis Med. and Surg. 
Journal, May 10, 1869, 

Our fellow-townsman, Dr. Smith, is well known 
among us as an indefatigable worker, and one 
who has devoted the major part of his time to the 
study, theoretically and practically, at the bed- 


227 West 49TH Street, New York. January, 1849. 





alty. The faithful manner in which he has worked 
in the public institutions with which he has been 
connected, the conscientious regard for truth 
which has for years characterized all his re- 
searches, the great amount of experience which 
he has been enabled to acquire in the treatment 
of infantile digeases, and the care which he has 
accustomed himself to take in the study of the 
significant facts relating to the pathological ana- 
tomy of the diseases of childhood, eminently fit 
him for the task which he has taken upon himself. 
The remarkable faculty of bringing out salient 
points and stating concisely other less important 
facts, enables him to crowd within a sma!l com- 
pass a vast amount of practical information. The 
attention given to the treatment of the various 
maladies, as well as the presentation of all the 
recently accepted pathological views, makes it one 
of the most valuable treatises, within its present 
, that can be placed in the hands of any 





side and in the dead-house, of the di of 
children, From a careful perusal of his work we 
agree with the author, that while he has respected 
the opinions of previous writers, and has adopted 
them so far as they appeared to be correct, he has 
depended much more for the material of his trea- 
tise on clinical observation and the inspection of 
the cadaver. Most heartily do we wish the work 
the success it so richly deserves.—Am, Journ. of 
ics, &c., May, 1869. 

The work before us is a valuable addition to 
the text-books of the subject. While it covers 
the ground of the recognized principles and treat- 
ment of the diseases of childhood and infancy, it 
teems with a freshness of suggestion and resource 
which will insure it a place in every Be be ag 
library.—Leavenworth Med. Herald, May, 1869. 

A magnificent contribution to the cure of the 
diseases of children, Dr. Smith covers the whole 
gonnt. and proves himself a master cultivator, 

is views are eminently enlightened and modern. 
He is alive to the new ddea.— Nashville Med. and 
Surg. Jowrnal, May, 1869. 

The author of this volume is well known as a 
valued contributor to the literature of his speci- 





seeker after truth. The volume as a whole will 
still further establish for the writer a permanent 
and enviable reputation as a careful observer, an 
impartial interpreter, a safe and trustworthy 
adviser, and a modest and untiring student.— 
N. Y. Med. Record; March 15, 1869. 

We have perused Dr, Smith’s book with nota 
little satisfaction ; it is indeed an excellent work ; 
well and correctly written ; thoroughly up to the 
modern ideas; concise, yet complete in its mate- 
rial. We cannot help welcoming a work which 
will be worthy of reliance as a text-book for 
medical students and younger physicians in their 
investigation of disease in children. Dr. Smith’s 
concise, yet searching description of each diseage 
reminds us of the style of Gooch ; while his prac- 
tical and careful suggestions for treatment recall 
the instructions we receive from Dr. Ware. The 
book is very free from those crudities of judgment 
and practice and style which disfigure so much of 
our current professional literature ; and we are 
glad to close, a8 we began, by welcoming # valua- 

le book to the profession.--Boston Med. and Surg. 
Journal, March 4, 1869. 
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